
RReeaaddiinngg  aanndd  PPrraayyiinngg  ““IInn  tthhee  BBeeggiinnnniinngg””  
 
 
In the Beginning…God 
Group 1: Selected verses from Genesis 1:1–31 (NRSV) 
Group 2: Selected verses from John 1:1–18 (NRSV) 
 
1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was  
 God. 
 
1. The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep. 
2. The Word was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. 
 
1. A wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
2. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
1. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the 
 light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
2. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it… The true  
 light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world,  
 and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 
 
1. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our  
 likeness…” So God created humankind in his own image. 
2. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
 as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
1. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God   

blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it.” 

2. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
 through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 
1. And it was so. God saw everything he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
2. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
 who has made him known. 



HHooww  AAnncciieenntt  PPeeoopplleess  VViieewweedd  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

RReeaaddiinngg  GGeenneessiiss  11::11--22::33  aanndd  GGeenneessiiss  22::44--2255  
  

HHooww  lloonngg  ddiidd  ccrreeaattiioonn  ttaakkee??  
  
WWhheerree  ddiidd  ccrreeaattiioonn  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee??  
  
WWhheenn  iinn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  wwaass  mmaann  ccrreeaatteedd??  FFrroomm  wwhhaatt  ssuubbssttaannccee??  
  
WWhheenn  iinn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  wwaass  wwoommaann  ccrreeaatteedd??  FFrroomm  wwhhaatt  ssuubbssttaannccee??  
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  mmaallee  aanndd  ffeemmaallee??  
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  hhuummaannss  aanndd  GGoodd??  
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ppooiinntt  oorr  iiddeeaa  ooff  tthhee  ssttoorryy?? 
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